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In an annual report released Dec. 10 by the Venezuelan Human Rights Education and Action
Program (Programa Venezolano de Educacion-Accion en Derechos Humanos-PROVEA),
government austerity measures since 1989 were defined as a violation of the human rights of
the poor majority. Spending cutbacks and related policies derived from an agreement with the
International Monetary Fund. According to PROVEA, 80% of the population lives in poverty, and
38% in extreme poverty. Twenty percent of Venezuelan children suffer from malnutrition, and 44%
of school-age children were unable to attend classes in the 1990-91 school year. The report contains
detailed accounts of documented human rights violations which took place between October 1990
and September 1991. A summary list of violations appearing in the report appears below. * 80
persons killed by public security forces. * Seven people were disappeared. * 20 persons died while
under arrest or in custody, and 34 were tortured. * 124 prisoners died in jails, and an average of
one per day was injured. * 54 persons were victimized by threats or intimidation by public security
forces. * 54 persons were illegally arrested. * Repression of peaceful protesters. According to the
report, during the first nine months of 1991, the Attorney General's office received 1,800 complaints
of abuse of authority, arbitrary arrest, and murder involving police officers or other public security
agents. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 12/10/91)
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